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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PRELIMINARY REPORT PROM PROF. WALDSTEIN ON THE EXCA- 
VATIONS AT THE ARGIVE HER^UM IN 1893.* 



To the Managing- Committee of the American School of Classical Studies 
at Athens. — 

Gentlemen — I herewith give you a very brief account of the main 
features of our excavations at the Argive Herseum during the past 
spring. Before all, I wish again to acknowledge the valuable help which 
in this year also members of the School have given to the work. Dr. 
H. S. Washington came from G-ermany for the express purpose of 
assisting me in the excavations. He acted as second in command, 
and, owing to the experience which for several years past he has 
acquired in such work, as well as to his enthusiasm and unselfish 
devotion, his services were such that I can hardly realize how the 
undertaking could have been carried out as it has been without his 
co-.operation. 

Messrs. Lythgoe, Meader and Norton took part in the excavations 
from the beginning to the end, and each had charge of definite por- 
tions of the site as responsible overseers and directors of the workmen 
under their command. These gentlemen, with Dr. Washington, 
remained on the site, and continued the excavations for several days 
after I was forced to leave, and during these days some of the most 
interesting objects of^ sculpture were found. Mr. Paton also joined us 
for several days, and took charge of some trial excavations which were 
carried on near the village of Koutzopodi, not far from the site of the 
ancient Oenoe. 

We pitched our camp on the rocky elevation above the older tem- 
ple on March 30, and at once engaged workmen, and were enabled to 
start the next day with 112 men and 23 carts. On April 1 we had 
130 men and 30 carts ; on April 3, 200 men and 38 carts. Our force 
at last reached the number of 240 men. We b^an to excavate on the 
upper plateau, the site of the older temple. This upper plateau is 
marked on the map of last year's excavation by the letter A (see 
Plan in Amer. Jour. Arch., vni, pl. xii). We cleared off all the top 
soil down to the early substructure, about 45 m. in width by 35 m. in 

* Reprinted from the Twelfth Annual Report of the Managing Committee of the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens. ; 
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depth. The burnt layer alluded to in my report of last year again 
appeared on various portions of this site, together with masses of 
poros stone, which had evidently been split into smaller pieces by the 
heat of a great conflagration. We were fortunate enough to find still 
standing on this terrace a portion of the early wall, about 14.30 m. in 
length by a little over one m. in height, which certainly must have 
belonged to this interesting structure, perhaps the earliest temple of 
Hellas. The presence of this piece of wall may prove of exceptional 
importance, inasmuch as its lower portion was evidently not visible at. 
the time the temple was completed, and the objects found below this 
line would thus antedate the erection of the temple. Two other 
stones appear to be in dtu. But it is impossible at this moment to 
hazard even a suggestion with regard to the construction of the early 
temple. At all events, we have cleared this important site, and it is 
now in a state to be carefully studied for the light it may throw upon 
the earliest history of civilization in Greece. The yield in objects of 
early ceramic art, some bronzes and peculiar rude engraved stones, 
was very rich and of extreme importance and interest. I have little 
doubt that these finds alone are of sufficient weight to justify the 
energy and money expended upon the undertaking, as they are sure 
to throw most valuable light on the history of the . earliest art in 
Greece. We dug two broad trenches outside the cyclopean wall to 
the east and west of the plateau, in order to make sure whether there 
were any objects of interest which had fallen over the supporting 
walls. 

When the work on the platform of the older temple was completed, 
we made the slope irom the upper terrace down to the terrace of the 
second temple the centre of our exertions. It was exceedingly diffi- 
cult to excavate on this site, because the existence of buildings at the 
immediate foot of the slope had already been proved by our discovery 
last year of the outer line of the stoa marked C on the map (Anwr. 
Jour. Arch., vni, pl. xii). We had therefore to work with great care 
from above, immediately below the cyclopean wall of the' upper ter- 
race, and had to construct a steep road leading from the point marked 
T to the top of the slope, dumping our earth either at the southeast 
dump or at the southwest dump. When we had dug several feet 
below the cyclopean wall, we at once came upon very rich layers of 
early pottery of all descriptions, and soon found various vestiges of 
buildings. These were erected on the height above the buildings cor- 
responding to the North Stoa, and immediately below the cyclopean 
wall. They consisted of portions of walls built of loose unhewn stones 
placed together without mortar or clamps, and evidently formed the 



EXCAVATIONS AT THE AR&IVE HER^UM. 65 

smaller, perhaps domestic, counterpart to the structures known as 
•Cyclopean walls. The objects found in some of these make it not 
improbable that they may have been the houses in which dwelt the 
priestesses or attendants of the earher temple, though I should not 
venture upon any hypothesis at this moment with any claim to your 
serious consideration. There are also traces of a rough pavement 
sloping downwards from about the middle of the cyclopean wall 
(below it) to the west, and behind the back wall of the building 
•which we call the North Stoa. This may have been an early road 
leading up to these dwellings. With due care to preserve the remains 
of these early buildings, we dug down to the native rock on this slope ; 
and then came the task of clearing the whole series of buildings on a 
line with the stoa. The length of these structures is about 100 m., 
■with an average depth or width (including the back walls) of about 
10 m. 

Of the North Stoa merely the outer stylobate had been discovered 
iast year. Behind this the inner colonnade measures 8.65 m., and -is 
backed by a wall of over a meter in width, which is built against the 
;slope. There were at least nineteen pillars running along the centre 
of this North Stoa. Some of the pillars were found in situ. There is 
also an interesting system of drains and waterworks attached to this 
building, with some curious structures within it, which, however, are 
probably of a later date. But I do not think that this can be assumed 
•of a curious structure toward the northeast corner of the east end of 
the stoa as excavated last year; it is a depressed fiat cemented sur- 
face 3.80 m. in length by 3 m. wide, reminding us of the Bath of 
Tiryns, and probably serving the same purpose. The North Stoa 
Tuns from a few metres to the east of the east end discovered last 
year, for 55.52 m. to the west, ending about on a line with the east 
•end of the second temple. A more intricate building was discovered 
to the east of the stoa, extending further east than the eastern limit 
•of the cyclopean wall of the upper terrace. The original structure, 
of which much is still standing, was evidently rebuilt at a later 
period ; and the stone inscribed with DFONYEIO, i. e., AtFomov (con- 
taining, as you observe, a digamma) was evidently immured at a 
later period. I have no doubt that this building, which consisted of 
several chambers, will become clearer to us when we have studied it 
carefully. The excavation itself was only completed at this point 
during the last days. 

Besides a rich field in pottery, terracotta, bronzes and smaller 
objects (among which I must mention a later clay clamp containing 
the figure of the Polykleitan Doryphoros), this building yielded a 
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beautiful torso of a draped female figure, probably from the metopes 
of the temple, three fine marble heads, and many other fragments. 

Together with this work at the northeast portion of the second plat- 
form, extensive excavations were carried on at the southeast comer. 
The ground to the east and north of the house F was levelled ; while 
to the outside of the wall X the trench was continued, and interesting 
walls or steps were laid bare as far as the dump. Both these points 
yielded a very rich harvest of ceramic and bronze works, engraved 
gems and glass scarabs. I must also especially mention a number of 
terracotta tiles, or rather plaques, with painted decorative designs 
upon them. They are really pinakes, and as such the earliest speci- 
mens yet known. 

South of the foundation-walls of the second temple the whole 
ground was cut away at the level of last year's deep cutting at the 
southwest angle of the temple. Below and slightly to the west of the 
house F a deep and wide trench was cut. In all these cases we came 
upon layers that antedated the construction of the second temple, a& 
was shown by the archaic objects found. 

Perhaps the most interesting portion of this year's work will prove 
to be the excavations at the southwest platform below the second tem- 
ple. I began by cutting a trench at the southwest. corner of the old 
retaining wall* Y, running from west to east. I soon came upon a. 
wall of beautiful Greek masonry, of which four courses of well cut 
blocks were still standing. We carried this trench on as far as the 
continuation of the retaining wall at the east of last year's deep cut- 
ting H. We then worked northwards up to H. Messrs. Washington 
and Norton continued to work after my departure, with the result 
that two sides (and the interior enclosed within them) of a very inter- 
esting building have been unearthed, with walls and column-bases in 
situ, the whole presenting a very interesting ground-plan. This build- 
ing we call the West Building. Below the south wall of this building 
we also excavated as far as the most western of the broad cuttings on 
the south slope below the temple marked N on last year's map. Im- 
mediately in front of this wall large portions of the entablature of a 
Doric buUding were found, upon which were distinct traces of color — 
reds, blues, greens, etc. After my departure other polychrome pieces 
were found. 

Besides interesting smaller objects from this site, a number of frag- 
ments of marble sculptures, evidently coming from the second tem- 
ple, and forming parts of the metopes, and I believe also of the pedi- 
ments, were found. I must also add that among the heads discovered,, 
one head (probably from a metope) is in excellent preservation and 
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very nearly equals in beauty the head of Hera found last year ; while 
the torso of a draped female figure from the metopes forms a fitting 
counterpart to the torso of the nude warrior of last year's metope. 
The inscriptions are now in the hands of Prof. Wheeler. 

We have again had a very successful year with brilliant discoveries, 
and the promises for the immediate future are, if anything, more 
fevorable. The excavation of the West Building must be completed ; 
the portions to the east and southeast of the west retaining wall below 
the second temple are likely to prove the ground where temple sculp- 
tures were arrested in their fall; the other sites about the second tem- 
ple must be cleared thoroughly. This work must not be delayed ; 
and I shall use every effort to continue the work, which has been so 
successful for two campaigns, next spring. 

Charles Waldstein. 



